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PROCEEDI NGS

(Public Meeting comrencing at 6:00 p.m, CD.T.)

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

CGood evening. Wuld everyone

pl ease be seated? Good evening. M/ name is Jan
Grenfell. |'man Environnental |npact Manager with
the Departrment of Transportation and Devel oprent.
And on behalf of the Departnment | would like to
wel cone you here this evening to the proposed
wi deni ng of the Huey P. Long Bridge in Jefferson
Pari sh.

| would like to begin by introducing
the staff present here this evening. From
D.OT.D.'s Bridge Design section we have M. Ray
Munphrey. From D.O T.D.'s Road Design section we
have M. Richard Savoie. Qur Deputy Secretary, M.
Bl aise Carriere, is present this evening. From our
District 2 real estate office we have M. Paul
Charron also in the back. And we have staff here
fromtwo consulting firms: Mbdjeski & Masters and
Coastal Environnent, |Incorporated. Fromthe firm of
Modj eski & Masters we have M. WIIliam Conway, M.
Bruce Peterson, and Ms. Martha Sternitzke, and
Jereny Martin at the sign-in table. And fromthe
consulting firmof CE l. we have Ms. Karen W cker
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and M. Ed Fike.
Are there elected officials present
this evening who would like to introduce thensel ves?
COUNCI LMAN NI CK G AMBELLUCA:
| am Counci |l man Ni ck G anbel | uca
fromJefferson Parish. Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Are there any other
elected officials who would |ike to be recogni zed?
(No response).
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. | now would like to go
over the format and agenda for this evening' s
neeting. Shortly M. Bill Conway wth Mdjeski &
Masters will give a technical presentation to
describe to you the proposed project. W will then
recess for about 20 minutes so that you can | ook at
the exhibits and ask questions of the staff present
this evening. Following this recess we will have a
question and answer part of the neeting. |If you
wi sh to speak at that part, during that question and
answer, please fill out a statement card |ike the
one | have in ny hand. W have these avail abl e at
the entrance table. If you would |ike to speak,
pl ease fill one out and turn it in either to me or
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at the entrance table. And | will call on everyone
who turns in a statenent card

Because this neeting is recorded | ask
that everyone who speaks during that period conme up
to the mcrophone and speak clearly into the nike so
we can accurately transcribe your concerns. Wether
or not you nake a verbal statenent tonight, you may
make a witten statenent to the Departnent. W have
a formthat you can use. It is the |ast page on our
handout. And whether or not you use the form our
address, our mmiling address is on the back of the
form Al of the witten statements that we receive
tonight and within ten days of this nmeeting wll
becone part of the transcript of this neeting. If
you would like to turn in a formtoni ght we do have
a box at the sign-in table that you can use. |It's
marked. M. Conway?

MR W LLI AM CONWAY!

Thank you, Jan. Over here on the
screen to nmy right is a picture at the top of the
Huey Long Bridge as it presently is, and toward the
bottomis a picture of the Huey Long Bridge as we
intend it to be after the widening. And you wll
see that picture, or variations of those pictures
throughout this presentation. Now, why are we
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wi dening this -- why are we doing this job? Well
we're trying to increase the traffic capacity of
this facility, we're also inmproving the traffic
efficiency, and we are trying to inprove safety in
this corridor. How s it being done? W'Ill, we're
wi dening the roadway fromtwo |anes to three | anes
in each direction. W' re grade separating

i nterchanges on each side of the river and we're

wi deni ng and reconstructing the approach roadways.
Now, what's going to be the result? The result is
that the theoretical capacity of the bridge, of the
facility, will double, or very nearly double. The
traffic flowto and from-- up on the bridge is
being inproved. The traffic flow at ground | evel,
Bridge Gty Avenue and Jefferson Hi ghway, will also
be inproved and safety will be enhanced in the
entire facility.

Let's Il ook in the background of the
bridge. Here is the existing bridge as it appears
today. |It's a combined railroad/ hi ghway bridge.
It's got two tracks and it's got four |anes; four
ni ne-foot |anes. The bridge was built, conpleted,
back in 1935. It then was arguably the |argest,
| ongest railroad bridge in the world. It stil
keeps perhaps a part of that title, but there are
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[ arger railroad bridges that have been built since;
but it's still a very large railroad structure.

Now, the bridge has the capacity to
carry nore |loads than we're putting on it. It is
very heavily built. It carries the biggest nodern
traffic load, railroad |load that exists and it has
many years of service renmining.

Now, there have been various studies on
this project and it started back in 1982. |n 1982
there was a study of a new bridge in this corridor
In fact there was a study of five different
alternatives. And that study was conpleted but it
was never inplenmented because of the high cost of
the facility and the | arge anmount of property taking
that woul d have been caused by the facility. So the
proj ect then was dropped.

Now, in 1986 ny firm was engaged by the
H ghway Department to study the feasibility of
wi dening the existing bridge, and we began with a
24-foot w dening. The existing |anes, by the way,
the existing roadways are only 18-feet wide. W
studied a 24-foot w dening, a 28-foot wi dening, a
34-foot w dening, and a 40-foot w dening and
produced a report, a feasibility report to the
H ghway Departnment. Now, by wi dening this bridge we

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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expected to achieve a facility that woul d have
enhanced traffic capacity and we could do it at a
cost which was significantly less than building a
new bridge, and we thought we coul d have
significantly | ess environnmental inpact,
significantly | ess property inpact, and we coul d
basically reuse the existing right of way to its
fullest and have a new facility with new capacity.
We published that final report in 1988.

In Cctober of 1990 a geotechnica
i nvestigation was conpl eted by Eustis Engi neering
Conpany that concluded that we could reuse the
existing piers, or to be specific, that the existing
piers had the capacity to carry additional | oads,
the | oads that woul d be generated by w dened
r oadways.

Let nme just take an aside here to say
that railroad | oading is much much heavier than the
hi ghway | oadi ng, and therefore this bridge which
carries two railroad tracks has the capacity to
carry significantly nmore highway traffic w thout
really suffering any new stresses. It is a very
heavily built bridge.

To continue with the background, 1992
and '96 prelimnary designs were prepared for the
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main bridge, line and grade studies were made at the
approaches, and we made a fatigue evaluation of the
mai n bridge. And what do | nmean by "fatigue
eval uation"? W basically determ ned whether the
bridge had remamining fatigue life sufficient to
justify an investrment in wi dening, and we deternined
that it did. Then from-- there was a hiatus
bet ween 1996 and 1999 while the Departnent basically
arranged enough funding to go forward with the
project. 1999 to 2000 we investigated not a 40-foot
wi deni ng but whether we could go to a 43-foot
wi deni ng, and we started the environnmental process.
In 2000 there was a public neeting and many of you
probably attended that public neeting. It was in
this same venue and we had sone very simlar
exhibits to those that you have seen today. And
then from 2001 to the present day we, the
consultants for the H ghway Department, we're doing
the final design of the nmain bridge, we're in the
m dst of the environnmental processing, and we're
doi ng additional |ine grade studies of the
approaches; one of which we're | ooking at tonight,
this W3 which we're going to see in a nonent.

Let's look at the nain bridge. Here is
the cross section of the wi dened bridge at the pier

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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and it is on one of the boards in the back that you
have been able to see. Here is the wi dened bridge
near md span. Here is the wi dened bridge. And
you'll notice that there are two new trusses. Here
are the existing trusses. And there are two new
trusses on the outside, so that what one nmay see a
two-truss single-barrel bridge becomes a four-truss
three-barrel bridge.

Now, what are the features of the main
bridge? The pier foundation to re-use. W have
explored this, as | said earlier, and we found that
the foundation was sufficient to carry the | oads, so
the pier foundations are not nodified. The bridge
piers are nodified and strengthened with concrete
infill encasement and brackets. Two new trusses are
added parallel to the existing trusses, and the
roadways were w dened from 18 feet, two nine-foot
| anes, to 43 feet. The proposed roadway will be
three 11-foot lanes (that's 33 feet), an eight-foot
shoul der on the right, and a two-foot offset on the
left. And that adds up to 43 feet.

What will all of this cost? 108
mllion is our current estimate of the current cost.
WII the traffic be maintained? W believe the
bridge can be maintained with marine traffic

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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mai nt ai ned a hundred percent of the tinme, rai
traffic maintained a hundred percent of the tineg,
and vehicular traffic maintained in sone form or
other nost of the time. And | want to show you how
that's going to be done. Here is a slide that shows
seven stages of mamintenance of traffic. Again, it's
repeated in the back. And we're going to show each
stage individually.

This is Stage 1 which is essentially
the bridge as it exists today. That is a cantil ever
bracket . This is a cantilever bracket and two
autos on an 18-foot roadway, two ni ne-foot | anes.

Stage 2, we take off the -- well, first
we restrict traffic to a single lane during this
stage while we take off the -- I'msorry. Bruce,
put it back. | pressed the wong button. Wile we
take off the sidewal k and the railing that existed
out here and replace it with a steel nedia, a stee
barrier, that barrier will serve while we build on
out in this direction. So, during that operation we
will restrict traffic to a single lane in each
direction. That operation, by the way, is estinmated
to be on the order of sone weeks, perhaps as nany as
ei ght weeks.

Here is Stage 3. Traffic is now running

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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on the sane place we had before and there are two
ni ne-foot | anes protected by this barrier and we
extend themwith the existing fl oor beamto a new
truss which is constructed here.

Stage 4, we construct a new roadway out
on that floor beam This is the new roadway. And |
can't quite see it, but | think that roadway says
"20 feet wide" over there. Traffic stays on the old
roadway until the next stage. Now we nove traffic
to that new roadway and we can allow two ten-foot
| anes now for that traffic over there. Now we take
the old roadway off of here, this area, and go to
the next stage. W build the remaining portion of
the new roadway in that area that we've vacated, and
finally we cone to the | ast stage where the 43-foot
roadway i s conplete and we can accomodate three
| anes of traffic. That essentially is how the main
bridge is built.

Now, what about the approaches? Well,
we had the Septenber 2000 public neeting. At that
time there were four alternatives: W had
alternative W1, W2, and E1-A and E1-B. W1, which
appears here today, was revised. This is W1 up
here (indicating) at this board. It was revised to
reduce costs. W have tightened up the right-of-way

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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alittle bit. W2 was dropped. W2 was dropped
because it was non cost conpetitive. It was getting
too costly. Over here on this board to ny left,
E1l- A was revised to reduce costs. The geonetry was
ti ghtened and we reexam ned properties and mnim zed
the right-of-way takings to reduce costs.

E1-B, which was one of the origina
studi es over here on the eastbank, was dropped. It
did not satisfy the objectives of the project which
was to enhance traffic. E1-B just didn't do the job
that we wanted done.

And a new study was then added, W3,
which is on the board in the back. And W3 is now
one of the two westbank alternatives. So, there are
now two westbank alternatives, W1 and W3; one
east bank alternative, E1-A, and, as always, a
do-nothing alternative.

Now, what is a do-nothing alternative?
Well, a do-nothing alternative is just that, no new
construction, no w dening of the main bridge, no
elimnation of the traffic signals, and essentially
the status quo, just as we've got it now.

One other thing. Wat are the features
of the westbank alternatives we're starting over
there? Well, there are three | anes on both of these

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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alternatives fromthe bridge down to the set of
grade-separation ranps that reach the ground at
Bridge Gty Avenue. And then there are two | anes
fromthe -- in each direction fromthose ranps out
to the west to ground level. U S 90 is elevated
over Bridge City Avenue. Bridge City Avenue is
i nproved and put on straight alignment with the
di vi ded roadway, two |lanes in each direction. Those
features are comon to both W1 and W3.

Now, what are the special features of
W1? Well, the project W1, if this laser wll
shoot over there, W1 ends prior to the U S. 90/
LA-18 intersection; that is, the project ends on the
river side of the LA-18 intersection and there is no
change to the U S. 90/LA-18 intersection. The
project footprint is wider than the other one, WS3.
And the alignnent, however, of W1 has been
devel oped so as to pernmit future inprovenents on
U S 90. W3, on the other hand, the end of that
project, W3 is the board in the back, the end of
that project is at the U S. 90 overpass. W1, the
proj ect ends short of LA-18 and doesn't get to the
US. 90 overpass. In W3 it does. The LA-18
intersection with U'S. 90 is divided, it is rebuilt,
several additional |anes are added. The project

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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footprint of W3 is nore conpact, the alignment is

stream ined, it has |ess private right-of-way

requi rements, but it has the potential disadvantage
of future inprovenents to U.S. 90 are restricted at
the LA-18 intersection.

Let's |l ook at the westbank inpacts in
tabular form The estimated right-of-way for W1l is
17.1 one acres, it has half an acre of public
ri ght-of-way inpacted, and 23.1 acres of the
railroad inpacted. W3 on the other hand has only
six acres of private right-of-way required, 1.1
acres public right-of-way inmpacted, and 33.9 acres
of railroad property that are inmpacted. 1In terns of
rel ocations, W1 has a total of ten rel ocations:
Seven singles, two doubles, and one multiple. Seven
singles, two doubles, and one nultiple; a total of
ten relocations residential and 14 busi ness
rel ocations. W3 on the other hand has one single
rel ocation residential and 14 business rel ocations.

Let's look at the cost. The cost of
W1 and W3, if you take and conpare, they're
virtually the sane. The real estate cost of W1 is
greater, eight mllion three. It has a construction
cost of 58 million five, estimated, for a total of
66 mllion 800 thousand. W3 on the other hand has

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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a lower real estate cost, five mllion three, a
construction cost of 61 mllion 800 thousand, for a
total estimated cost of 67 million 100 thousand.
Virtually a wash; they're both the sane.

Let's | ook now at the eastbank
alternative. That's this board over here to ny
| eft, your right. The beginning of the project on
Cl earview Parkway i s near Munes Street, two | anes
fromground | evel at or near Munes Street to the
grade separation ranps which cross Jefferson
H ghway, three | anes from grade separation ranps to
the bridge, and C earview Parkway is el evated over
Jefferson H ghway. Jefferson H ghway overpasses
have been renoved, existing overpasses. It is a
conventional intersection. There are provisions not
seen readily here, but there are provisions for a
future fly-over ranp which will take Jefferson
H ghway traffic directly onto westbank bound bridge
traffic. The provisions are being built in but the
ranp's not being built as part of this project. As
an aside, the East Corporate Drive and Mounes Street
intersections are still under sone study.

Now, what are the inpacts on the
eastbank? Well, we only have this one alternative,
El-A. It has 5.7 acres of private right-of-way to

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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be acquired, |ess than one-tenth of an acre of
public right-of-way inpact, and 15.6 acres of
railroad property inmpacted. It has zero residentia
rel ocati ons, takings, and ni ne busi ness takings.
What are the costs? The costs, eastbank costs,
alternative E1-A has a real estate cost of 19
mllion 400 thousand. Those nine takings are
val uabl e takings and the cost, the estimted costs
are 19,400,000. It has a construction cost of 65
mllion 100 thousand for a total of 84 mllion 500
thousand. There in a nutshell is the Huey P. Long
wi deni ng project. Jan?
MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. | would also like to
i ntroduce sonmeone el se here this evening. We have
M. David Frank fromthe U S. Coast Guard. A Coast
Guard permit will be required for the construction
of this project, and the Coast Guard is serving as a
| ead federal agency. | would like to go ahead and
call a recess. Again, if you like to speak after
the recess during the question-and-answer part of
the neeting, please fill out a statenent card and
turn it into me or to the entrance table. | wll
go ahead and call a recess for 20 minutes. Thank
you.
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(Brief recess).
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Woul d everyone pl ease be seated?
| would like to rem nd everyone to cone up to the
m ke to make your statenents. The first card | have
is fromM ke Mat her ne.
MR M KE MATHERNE
I["'mM ke Matherne. My question
is, you know, right now we have two | anes and we're
proposing an addition of one lane. |1s that going to
be sufficient and for how | ong? And should we go
like four nore | anes or sonething?
MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!

M ke, we're doing as w de as we
think we can do on the existing bridge; however, the
capacity of the two nine-foot |anes we have there
now, actually the four |anes, two | anes in each
direction, is probably only about 55,000 vehicles
per day, which is about what it's running now. And
yet the capacity of six good | anes with shoulders is
way way up above that. | think in my slide | said
this would double, or virtually double capacity. W
think it will be up in the hundred thousand range,
110,000 range. So, there will be a significant
benefit to capacity, even though technically it's
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only two goes to three or four goes to six.
MR M KE MATHERNE
Thank you.
M5. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Keith Kiraly, Rock 'n
Rol|l Auto Sales.
MR, KEI TH KI RALY:
Al though | seemto be losing al
of ny business, | do think it is the best thing for
t he westbank and eastbank of Jefferson Parish.
think it's long overdue. | hate to | ose what |
built, but I do think it is the best thing we need
to do. GCkay? That's all the tine that | have.
M5. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Carol yn Dupre?
M5. CAROLYN DUPRE
Ckay. | have three concerns, two
which | feel are rather pertinent to the people who
will be living there after the properties have been
bought. The first thing is, | understand from
speaki ng to soneone who was involved in the
litigation after the Crescent City Connection was
built, the houses that were left renaining that
coul d not be purchased for easenent suffered damage
to pile drivings and were never conpensated. Well

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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soneti nes from what | understand.

My second issue is a | aw was j ust
passed this past |egislative session making it
mandatory for all work on najor road projects to be
done at night and off hours. W'Il be working
during (inaudible) and | sleep at night. What kind
of provision is going to be nmade for that? And
al so, how will these changes incorporate |I-49 that
is planned in the future?

MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!

First, to answer your first
question, one of the standard procedures that wll
be used on this project is to catal og conditions of
all of the houses along the right-of-way. W've
done it on some other projects that we've been
involved in and it's very appropriate to -- because
it documents the condition of the houses and then it
docunents clearly what if anything happened during
the construction, pile driving, earth noving, and it
makes a cl ear case, for or against, for damages to a
person, to the house. And we woul d expect to follow
that procedure on this project. Your second
questions had to do with 1-49. No, that was the
third question.

MS. CAROLYN DUPRE

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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About of f-hours work.
MR W LLI AM CONWAY:

Oh, the second question had to do
with the tine of construction, working only at
night. And | don't think that's going to happen. |
think there's going to be work mainly during the
daylight hours. There will be some work that will
be done at night so as to mnimze traffic
di srupti on.

MS. CAROLYN DUPRE:
And that will be in conpliance
with the new | aw that was passed? | understand the
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY:
['mnot sure |I'maware of a |aw
that requires construction --
MS. CAROLYN DUPRE:
It just passed in this
| egi sl ature.
MR W LLI AM CONWAY:

Well, if there is a such a law we
will have to comply with it. | don't think it's
particularly wise. Anyway, your third question had
to do with 1-49. And either of these, both of these
west bank al ternatives would connect 1-49. The

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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distinction is that the W1 alternative is set up to
make a hi gh-speed expressway in connection to |-49,
if it ever cane to this point, and W3 to nake a
| esser hi gh-speed connection, a | ower-speed
connecti on.

MS. CAROLYN DUPRE

Ckay. Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Ni ck G anbel | uca?
COUNCI LMAN NI CK 3 AMBEL LUCA:
' m Council man G anbel | uca of

Jefferson Parish, District 6, and I'Il be running
for At Large. You know, |ooking at your plans and
wat chi ng and | ooki ng at the studies that you have
made over the years goes back to what happens in the
Pari sh where we do study after study after study and
| ots of people get rich over it but we never get
what we're studying for. | hope with the expansion
of the bridge and the wi dening to three standard
| anes that we'll get that done. And then after
that, then we need to nmove forward and expand the
west bank. But where is the noney? Can we get it?
Because a lot of times, like | said, you have these
studi es and they continue, and they get a million
dollars for a study and nothing is done. Looking at
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your past record over the years you've been having
these studies, nothing's done. If you're going to
doit, it has to be done now. The noney is
avai l able. And, | guess: \Were and how are we
going to get the noney?
MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!
| think perhaps M. Carriere can
speak better than | for the Departnent, but I
believe that the noney is in hand, that the TI MED
nmoney for this project is poised to be bonded and
that the project is expected to start late in 2004,
actual construction.
COUNCI LMAN NI CK 3 AMBEL LUCA:
Well, I'"mcertainly | ooking
forward to it.
MR. BLAI SE CARRI ERE
Counci | man G anbel luca, ny nane is
Bl ai se Carriere, |'mDeputy Secretary of the
Depart ment of Transportation and Devel opnent. This
project is being constructed as one of the 16
enunerated projects fromthe TIME Program Sone of
you all that mght be as old as | amrenenber back
in 1989 you voted on the TIME Program which
i ncreased the fuel tax by four cents per gallon.
That's dedicated to 16 projects, one of which is the
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Huey Long Wdening Project. The Secretary, Dr.
Movassaghi, set us on a course about two years ago
trying to finish all of the inconplete TIME Projects
before the end of this decade. And essentially
what we're doing is building the project just like
you' re buying your house. W have a fairly steady,
reliable incone streamwith 12 years of history of
what the four cents per gallon has yielded. W are
usi ng that incone stream going to the bank in a
sense, to the stock market or to the bond market in
New York and using the pledge of the four-cent fue
tax which is dedicated to these projects to allow
construction to be undertaken and conpl eted before
the end of this decade. So, funding is in place.
The inportance of this meeting tonight
is to allow the Coast Guard to hear your coments
because the Coast Guard, as we are hopefully going
to get a finding of no significant inmpact fromthem
as to the environmental decision that nust be nade
bef ore we can commence construction. If we had
plans in hand today we would start construction
tonorrow. We can't do that until the Coast Guard
gives us that clearance to go. This is a very very
significant neeting toni ght and your comments will
be part of that record on which they have to make
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that decision as to what we're going to do.

The nunbers that M. Conway recited
earlier roughly totalled 260 mllion dollars. This
project can be funded and is funded through that
fuel tax and the sale of bonds. You will be paying
four cents per gallon until those bonds are retired
and is estimated to be in the year 2030. If we tried
to build these projects Iike we had been doing in
the past on the pay-as-you-go, collect roughly 115
mllion dollars per year which is what the four
cents yields, this project was originally schedul ed
to be constructed in the late twenty teens, 2018,
2020. | don't think that's the course that you
think is practical nor did the Secretary think it's
practical. So, by taking the homeowner's approach
and build all these projects before the end of this
decade; this is one of them And the other big
bridge is St. Francisville in East Baton Rouge and
West Feliciana Parish, Point Coupee Parish, and the
Fl ori da Avenue crossing at the Industrial Canal
Those three projects alone are alnmost 500 million
dollars. And | want to thank you all for buying
gasol i ne, because w thout you the program doesn't go
anywhere. Any other questions?

COUNCI LMAN NI CK 3 AMBEL LUCA:
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No, sir. Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Lee G orgio?
MR. LEE G ORA O
My nane is Lee Gorgio. [|'m owner
of Select Properties Limted in Metairie, Louisiana.
I'malso a resident of Jefferson Parish and also in
the rol e of Co-Chairman of Jefferson Parish Land Use
Study that's been in progress for approxinately two
years now. W have been through, for two years we
have been hearing public hearings, having public
heari ngs and wor kshop groups and nunerous -- a
steering conmttee, a 24-person steering conmittee
to hel p nake decisions on future | and use for the
Pari sh and to keep Jefferson noving. Over and over
agai n throughout that process, through the public,
we have heard the encouragenent for this project to
go forward. The progress of Jefferson Parish is at
hand and the fact that it |ooks like a |ot of the
redevel opment of Jefferson on the eastbank is nore
of a redevel opnent situation whereas on the westbank
it's the future of Jefferson Parish in new
devel opnent .
Now, with that being said we'd like to
once again just endorse that this project nove as
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qui ckly as possible, and anything that can be done
to expedite is critical

Sone ot her issues that have cone up
through the process is the fact of energency
evacuation routes, the future devel opnent of I-49,
and then, |ikew se, future econom c devel opnent
growt h of Jefferson Parish. So, with that being
said, we highly recomrend and encourage that this

proj ect nove forward as expeditiously as possible.

Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. George Van Houten?
MR, GEORGE VAN HOUTEN
My nane is George Van Houten. |
live at 680 Wegand Drive in Bridge Gty. | have

been a resident of the westbank for the past 40
years and |'mhearing a ot of stuff tonight that
really distresses ne. Certain issues have not been
addressed tonight. One | ady cane up here tonight an
she did, tried to address this issue. This is an
environmental inpact study. That's what |'m
concerned about.

First of all, let ne say sonething,
there's an ol d adage that goes back to the Western

Frontier: "A man's hone is his castle." You
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threaten my honme, you threaten ne. And | want you
to know that tonight. And I'mgoing to nake this a
political issue tonight. We have a council manic
race in ny district coming up, and this is going to
be an issue in that district.

Now, what am | concerned about? First
of all 1'm concerned about the environnment that |
will have to live in during the course of this
construction. Noise level, the driving of the
pilings, the inmpact on ny hone. WII it crack the
foundati on of my home? And another thing: [If ny
honme is damaged, how can | sell a damaged hone? |

heard a man here toni ght say, "Don't worry about

that, Mster, | have a buyer for your home." Well,
guess what? | accept it now. Buy ny hone now.
Don't wait '"til it's cracked. You buy nmy hone now.

| challenge the State of Louisiana tonight. And I'm
going to wite a conplaint to the Coast CGuard, and
this is a going to be a political issue in the
governor's race, too.

Let me tell you sonething: This is ny
home. | have to live here. Al these candi dates
that's running and politicians, they don't have to
live here. There have their own honmes away fromthe
i mpact situation. |1'mnot going to stand for this.
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Let me explain something. Many years ago | had a
fight with the State Departnment of Transportation.

| can prove it to you. GQuess what it was about?
They wanted to put repairs on the bridge, close down

the Huey P. Long Bridge for two weeks, close it down

ni ght and day. | said, "You' re not going to get
away with that." | talked to the Transportation
Secretary. He told ne, "I only have to address

Covernor Foster." | said, "Let nme tell you

somet hing: You address the people. The peopl e pay
your salary, Mster, and the people pay the
Governor's salary, too. W elect the Governor." And
| want all these gubernatorial candidates in here
tonight to know, if they support this | will vote
against them | will vote against them The
Council manic district is coming up in District 2.
The candi dates running, (inaudible), if | have to
qualify to run against them | will. This is going
to be an issue here. This is nmy home. | live here.
You don't live here. The Coast Guard doesn't |ive

here. Now, if this is going to go though, buy ny

honme now. Don't wail 'til it's destroyed. Buy ny
home now. And listen to what |'mtelling you, |I'm
sending you a warning: | will be out there.

Now, goi ng back to what | was saying
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before, he said the bridge was going to be cl osed.
You know what happened? That bridge wasn't cl osed.
| kept it open for two weeks. They did work at
night. That was the deal. |If you don't believe ne,
get the Times Picayune. Say one man can't do much;
one man can do a lot. You'd be surprised. And |
asked all these people here that live next to the
bridge: Beware of what's being done tonight. They
say it's progress. Nobody's against progress.
Sonetimes progress is not good. Sonetines it's bad.
And when it affects nmy life and nmy property, then
I"mgoing to put nmy life on the line to defend it,
just like they did in 1882 with the homest eaders.
My hone is ny castle. Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Pete Chochel es?
MR, PETE CHOCHELES:

" m Pete Chocheles. | represent
Jefferson Parish Econonic Devel opnment Conmi ssi on.
We're a strong supporter of this project. It's the
nost inmportant infrastructure project not only in
the parish but for the entire state. |t opens vast
| ands of devel opnent on the westbank and it inproves
access to the biggest enployer to the city, which is
Avondal e. But, regardless of all that, we ask
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D.OT.D. to take a concern to the residents and the
busi nesses that are affected seriously. And don't
be cheap if you have to settle with them This
project is too inportant to delay for m nor havoc.
Thank you.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. Philip Rebowe?

MR, PHI LI P REBOVE:

Yes, |'mPhilip Rebowe. | live on
the westbank but I work on the eastbank. M son
goes to school on the eastbank also. MW wife owns a
retail business on the westbank and her business
depends on eastbank citizens and traffic com ng over
the Connection and the Huey P. Long. | support this
project; I will say that. M concern is traffic.
You know, at various times during this project
traffic will be reduced on Huey P. Long and, you
know, people | think already are planning to avoid
the Huey P. Long and that whole area during this
ten-year construction phase. That's going to put a
ot of traffic on the Crescent Gty Connection. |
just want to know what studies or what issues, you
know, what has been addressed as far as, you know,
the increased traffic on the Crescent City
Connection? |s there any chance that we can lift
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tolls or have this work done at night to reduce the
traffic going on the easthbank? The westbank again
becones a retail area along Manhattan and |-10 and
the westbank expressway, and a |lot of retailers
depend on, you know, easy back and forth between the

bridges. And when that is reduced, a |ot of

potential buyers on the eastbank will not cone
across to the westbank to shop. So, I'm you know,
concerned about traffic. |t doesn't take much right

now for the traffic on the westbank to be
gridlocked. It would take an accident on the
Crescent City Connection or the Huey P. Long and the
bridge is backed up for nmles. And at tines we have
tal ked about lifting the tolls or, you know, or
openi ng up the Crescent Gty Connection when, you
know, there's construction being done or any
coordi nation between the Crescent City Connection
and, you know, any other agencies to make sure
traffic is not a problenf
MR W LLI AM CONWAY!
| don't think --
MR, PHI LI P REBOVE:
If there's been traffic studies
done as to what effect this would have on the
Crescent Gty Connection when you shut down from one
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| ane going on the Huey P. Long Bridge for, you know,
a period of years or whatever you're shutting down
for --
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY

At this point | don't believe
those kind of traffic studies have been done. But |
will say that only for a short few week period will
this Huey Long Bridge have less than its current
capacity. And that was the period that | pointed
out when we do the initial renoval of sone el enents
of the existing bridge. Fromthat point on the
traffic on the main bridge, the roadway avail abl e
gets better and better.

MR, PHI LI P REBOVE:

Well, | appreciate your
prof essi onal opinion, but | nean | believe that |
read that the D.O T.D. thought the sane thing when
they reduced the traffic going to Mssissippi to one
| ane to do asphalt overlay and it backed up |ike
three mles and caused like three hours of traffic.
So, again, | would urge you, as far as the
environnmental studies, to do a traffic study and to
| ook at alternatives to -- because there's going to
be people, you know -- it doesn't take much, a
rainstorm a traffic accident, to slow traffic down
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now. So, if there's construction on the side of the
road and there's one | ane and people drive sl ower,
that's going to derive nore traffic and that's going
to keep peopl e going back and forth and becone a
headache. You know, kids have to go school, people
have to go to work and, you know, again | would just
| ook at the inpact of the traffic on, you know, even
just a couple of weeks will nake a difference.
M5. JAN GRENFELL:

| think we will go ahead and take
a look at that and see what cones of the study.
Thank you. Todd Murphy?

MR, TODD MJURPHY:

CGood evening. |'m Todd Mirphy.
I"'ma lifelong resident of Jefferson Parish and |
stand before you this evening as Chairnman of the
Jefferson Chanmber of Commerce which represents
busi nesses both on the east and westbank. W are
whol eheartedly in support of this project for
several reasons. W believe that it's essential as
was pointed out on the recent Division 20/20 Land
Use Study that, you know, |and | ock region the area
that we have to expand is obviously one of those
areas on the westbank. And we need to expand for
obvi ous economi c devel opnent reasons. This wll
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bring in new residential properties. W have got to
build our tax base in this area for economc

devel opment which leads to the quality of life and
education and other issues. W can't be a
progressive Jefferson with a 1935 bridge, so it's
time that this project gets under way. Obviously we
have got details to work out.

The concerns of traffic and how t hat
traffic is handled, certainly we want to be
synmpathetic to that. The businesses and the
residents in the area, certainly all of those people
need to be taken into account. But again, the issue
here is that this needs to get started and pushed as
qui ckly as possible. Wthout this bridge we sinmply
don't have an expansion of Jefferson Parish. W
have got a lot of available |and on the westbank and
we need to open it up. For too long this parish has
been divided by this river because there's no way to
access one side to the other in Jefferson Parish.
And that's the reason that the Jefferson Chanber is
whol eheartedly supporting this project. Thank you.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. Frank Dougl ass?

MR, FRANK DOUGLASS:

" m Frank Douglass. If you | ook
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at that map over there underneath the bridge you see
the levee. And on top of that levee is a little a
white line. That's the Mssissippi River Trail

That is a nmultipurpose trail for people that hike,
bi ke, and such as that. That trail goes from
Audubon Park to Ornmond Pl antation at this point.
Sone other trails end up at the head waters of the
M ssissippi. A npbst everything is conmpl eted except
of course in the Louisiana section, as is
traditional. The trail is so successful that
originally it was just going to stop at St. Louis,
but it's so successful they decided to go to the
head waters. |It's so popular that they got to put a
trail on this side of the river and the other side
of the river in Jefferson Parish, Oleans Parish,
and St. Charles Parish. W still can't get across
that bridge. As a matter of fact we can't get
across the river very many places. The only place
you can get across the river is on the ferries when
they're working. It seens like we're trying to get
rid of alot of ferries. Y all have got nore room
on that bridge than npbst of the streets in New

Ol eans have. You've got 10-foot, 8-foot shoul ders.
W'd like to see it able to have bicycles cross that
bridge and find out what we've got to do to get it
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done. The very end of the exits seemto be alittle
tight, and that doesn't give you much extra roomto
get off or on that bridge. Wat can we do? Can we
do anyt hi ng?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

| do know that it's been | ooked at
froma safety point, a safety aspect of having
bi cyclists on the bridge.

MR, FRANK DOUGLASS:

Let me tell you about safety. W
can take up there and down there, and |I'msure the
safety issues can be addressed w thout much trouble
or expense.

MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
I think it's a fact that
bicyclists are not allowed on the Geater New
Ol eans Bridge nor the Huey Long Bridge.
MR, FRANK DOUGLASS:

Whien we built this Crescent City
Connection the guy who was the engineer | met at the
bi ke shop. He pushed to get a bike lane up there
and he was shot down. It's not that it wasn't tried
or possible. They do allow themon the
Donal dsonville bridge. Bicyclists can cross there.
You' ve got to pay a toll, though.
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MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!

Those are the facts as they are
now.

MR, FRANK DOUGLASS:

Well, is there any possibility
that we can do sonething about getting a bike |ane
on that bridge?

MR. BLAI SE CARRI ERE

My appreciation in a persona
opinion in practicing law with an engi neering
degree, that's U S. 90 crossing right now If this
section were in place and this bridge had an 8-f oot
out si de shoul der, under Traffic Code of the State of
Loui siana you're a |l egal vehicle on that bridge. So
you can go out there today on your bicycle, if this
bridge were in place, and cross it on the shoul der.
That's essentially what's going to happen on the St
Francisville crossing. The shoul der of the roadway
and the handrail in fact on that particular bridge
is slightly higher because of the cycling
requi renent.

Now, you've got to be a pretty good
guy to be able to punp up and down that bridge.
suspect you can do it, |I'mlooking at those |egs.
They're in good shape. There is nothing that |'m
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aware of in the Traffic Code right now that would
restrict you nor would a State Trooper issue a
citation for crossing on U S. 90. The Luling bridge
is an interstate. You can't be on the Luling bridge.
There is insufficient roomon the Crescent City
Connection. The shoul der there at best is what,
four feet on each side of road on the old direction?
|"mgoing to say to you tonight that bicycles can be
accommodated in the project and we're going to see
that we do that.
MR, FRANK DOUGLASS:
| sure do thank you
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Joyce Giffin?
MS. JOYCE GRI FFI N:
My nane is Joyce Giffin and |
live at 944 Hooter Road. And |I'mgoing to go back
two to three years when they opened that drainage
canal in the back of nmy honme. W' re talking about
pile driving. They didn't do any pile driving; al
they did was a lot of digging. And with that
digging | gave ten feet of servitude on one side for
the drainage, | have five feet of servitude in the
front, and | give up 15 feet in the back. Now they
telling -- not only are they saying about the bridge
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and it's a poor chance that no one will be affected;
that's not true. Because pile driving brings on
cracks. And if everybody here is on a slab cable,
we nust be just going to float on in the river, huh?

Now, the next one. Once this bridge is
conpl eted, we have bad wi nd, we have bad weat her.
If a truck is up there and maybe shift and have
equi prent up there and say 200 feet from where you
live, that's not very far if sonething's going to be
coming off that bridge. And | feel like if you
gonna do this, which I'mnot against, let's get that
straight. But | feel |ike people that don't want to
be that close, 200 feet for ne is not very far away,
that they should be given the right before their
property is destroyed and they won't be able to sel
it the chance to sell it. Because the property
val ue right now is going down.

The last: WII there be a toll on this
new bri dge?

MR W LLI AM CONWAY!

At present | think the answer is

no.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

As far as the pile driving, M.

Conway tal ked about earlier that something will be
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in the contract to nonitor the vibration fromthe

pile drivings. That we will, | believe, have video

tapes, pictures of the houses in the area before we

start construction so we will have a record of it.
MS. JOYCE GRI FFI N:

But that won't say. Because you
say we're going to have a record that our homes wl|
not be damaged.

M5. JAN GRENFELL:

It will show the homes of what it

| ooked |i ke before construction.
MR W LLI AM CONWAY!

But then if there is a clear-cut
show of danmage to your honme or soneone el se's hone,
there is a clear-cut case for conpensation for you

MS. JOYCE GRI FFIN:
What's clear-cut? That's the
question.
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
Vell, | nean, it's irrefutable,
nobody can refute.
MS. JOYCE GRI FFI N:
Ckay. Now, what about the
vehicles that -- we been having a | ot of problens
with wecks and stuff, not on the Huey P. Long, but
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over the Huey P. Long. How safe are the houses that
are down there under there if sonmething was to
happen?
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
Wl |, the current standard for
side barriers on the roadway are consi derably nore
severe, nore protective, stronger, and higher than
they are on the existing bridge, the existing Huey
Long Bridge so that the probability of a vehicle
| eaving the roadway and falling is much | ower than
it was perhaps ten years ago before these standards
went into effect.
MS. JOYCE GRI FFI N:
Thank you.
MR W LLI AM CONWAY!
And this bridge will conformto
the hi ghest current standards.
MS. JOYCE GRI FFI N:
Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Tinothy Briscoe, Sr.?
MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCOE, SR
| was listening attentively to any
that spoke and | have been in that area just a few
feet fromthe bridge all ny life. And I feel like
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sacrificial lanbs for those that |ive around there
because of the health probl ens, what have you, from
the dust and the depreciation of our properties.
And you want to only give conpensation to those that
-- you're on their property. \What about us that are
left there with the noise factor, with the dust
factor, the health factor? And we just want to get
out of there and don't go through that. W won't
get what we need for our property. And in ny case,
ny father is still living. And he and | both are in
that property. And he's not staying there anynore
but we have to keep it up. But | have put in the
house, the old house, 35,000 cash right now. And if
you want to buy it, and which you don't want to buy
ny | oss.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

A noise study will be done to
assess the noise inpacts and ascertai ni ng whet her or
not noise mtigation is reasonable and feasible. W
will do that as part of this project because of the
bridge wi dening, but | don't know at this tine if --

MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCOE, SR

You say there will be a study?
M5. JAN GRENFELL:

Yes.
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MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCOE, SR :

Now, you will do that before you
start?

M5. JAN GRENFELL:

Before we start the construction
as part of the environnental assessnent that's being
prepared right now.

MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCOE, SR :

So, | can be assured that we will
have anot her neeting? Because this is just a prinmer
before you start; right?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

This is a public neeting to
present the alternatives as they're being proposed
right now And fromthese alternatives we will | ook
at the inpacts associated with those alternatives.

MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCOE, SR :

Because it's really understood,
you know, if people fromthe Chanber of Commerce and
ot her people that's not going to be actually
i nvol ved and affected by this saying that it's a
great thing for Jefferson Parish. But what about
us?

M5. JAN GRENFELL:
This is one of the projects. This
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is one of the TIMED Projects that was approved by
voters in 1989, the voters of Louisiana.
MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCCE, SR
| amgoing to ask this question
and then go to ny seat. As nuch nobney as you're
putting in an addition, why can't you go up the road
a piece where there is no property that will be
i nvol ved and buil d another bridge up there where al
the traffic is, fromwhere it's comng fron? In
bet ween Avondal e and between the property they have
a lot of railroad property up there and a | ot of
open and vacant |and, and you can build a new bridge
wi t hout di sturbing us.
M5. JAN GRENFELL:
The wi dening of the existing
bridge is one of the projects that is in the TIM
Program and it is the wi dening of the existing Huey
Long Bridge. However, there were studies done |
believe in 1982 | ooking at other |ocations, | think
five or so other |ocations, for a possible new
bridge. And the studies showed that the costs and
i npacts associated would be significantly greater
than wi dening the existing bridge.
MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCCE, SR
So we're just interested in cost
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bei ng affected by this?
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
The cost of the project and the
i mpact to people, to businesses, with a new

crossing. And the inpact, relocations in other

pl aces.
MR, TI MOTHY BRI SCCE, SR
It's still sacrificial. |It's
still sacrificial for the business. Wen | heard

this and the politicians saying that they don't --
we al so have our taxes pay for their jobs and what
have you. And nuch of this affects us and to pay
nore noney for the health of us. Because |I'ma
retired cenent finisher and | know cenent itself
creates dust. And when the wind blows on the
construction places when you pour the foundation,
you pouring the pilings or the casing and all of
this, winds blows all over. Now, those that |ive
around the bridge won't be able to conme out their
hones. You have dust flying everywhere. And ['m
not talking about what | think; |'mtalking about
what | know.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. Tara Lynn?
MS. TARA LYNN
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you. First off: What is the anticipated tine
between the project and the Stage 5 stage where
we' |l actually have two additional |anes avail able

to us at any given tine? Basically, when is our

traffic going to go back to a norrmal point after the

initial eight weeks it can take with one | ane? How
| ong between that time and the conpletion?
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
After the first eight weeks you
will be back to two | anes, two nine-foot |anes,
which is what we have now So you'll be back to
your initial condition at that point.
Ms. TARA LYNN
Between the tinme of the two | anes
and the conpletion of the project is an estinmated
how | ong?
MR, CONWAY:
It's probably sonething |ike six
to seven years.
MS. TARA LYNN
Wow.
MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!
And | nean conpl etion, not just
the main bridge portion. [I'mtalking the whole
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proj ect .
MS. TARA LYNN

kay. Just the bridge portion, how
| ong --

MR W LLI AM CONWAY!
The bridge portion is probably
five years.
MS. TARA LYNN

Are they going to be working on

bot h sides simultaneously?
MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!
Yes.
MS. TARA LYNN
That's a long tine.
MR W LLI AM CONWAY!

But during that period we wll
expect and we will plan for two lanes of traffic in
each direction operating virtually all the tinme.
There will be tinmes, short tinmes, when we're putting
a piece of steel over the road and the police will
have to bl ock the road tenporarily until the stee
goes up.

MS. TARA LYNN

My other question is: Wien will it

be deci ded and by whomon the alternative that's
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chosen, and pl anned?
MS. JAN GRENFELL:

W have two alternatives for the
west bank proposed this evening and for the draft
Envi ronnment al Assessnent that we're preparing for --
the U S. Coast Cuard is |ead federal agency. A
preferred plan will be naned on the docunent. We
are here tonight to get input.

M5. TARA LYNN

Al so, | have to say, a person that
lives right near the bridge and works on the
eastbank, and | know |'m going to go through al
ki nds of trouble getting back and forth to work, |
think this is going to be really great for this end
of the westbank. Because we really | ook at the
ot her end of the westbank which has the Crescent
City Connection, it has devel oped so nuch nore
rapi dly because there's much easier access to it. |
can personally nane ten people that won't drive the
Huey P. because it's so narrow. | think it's going
to be beneficial with a | ot of headaches. But with
progress soneti nes cones a headache.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. John Catl edge?
MR, JOHN CATLEDGE
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I's there sonmeone here that can
give us sone information about traffic counts, past,
present, anticipated? And even the nature of that

traffic count. Were is it conming fron? Were is

it going?
MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!
| can't give you that off the top
of my head. | think that the traffic count on the

bridge is sonething in the order of 55,000 A D.T.,
average daily traffic. Both directions, 55, 000.
But beyond that | could guess but | better not.
This is Ms. Sternitzke fromny staff.
MS. MARTHA STERNI TZKE
Fromthe present date traffic
counts are projected a rate of 1.4 percent per year
annual growth for a 20-year period, and the
al ternatives have been designed with those nunbers,
so it's about a 35-percent increase in traffic over
today's vol unes.
MR, JOHN CATLEDGE
How does that conpare with say
traffic in the early eighties say? |s there any
conpari son between that?
M5. MARTHA STERNI TZKE
| don't know those nunbers off the
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top of ny head.
MR, JOHN CATLEDGE
In addition, this is sort of --
where is the traffic coming fron? 1Is it comng from
H ghway 90 or conming off the Westbank Expressway, or
evenly divided between the two? Howis traffic
comng into the bridge? 1'mjust curious to know
where the traffic is coming from
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
| don't think for purposes of
this project that an origin destination study has
been made. But the traffic is com ng and has been
measured as coming fromcertain things |ike Bridge
City Avenue, a certain anount adds to the facility
and a certain anount cones down U.S. 90B. | think
the H ghway Departnent or U S. 90, the DDOT.D. in
their records, and Steve Strength would be the nman
who m ght know this offhand, in their records they
have the record of where that traffic comes from
Does it conme fromthe west from Avondal e or fromthe
east fromthe westbank expressway? W don't know it
of f hand.
MR, JOHN CATLEDGE
Thank you very much.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
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Thank you. M Raines?
MR, M CHEL RAI NES:

My nane is Mchel Raines. | live
on Barnes Street. Just one question: W have a hard
time getting in and out of Wegand on Bridge City
Avenue. W only have one way in and out. Are y'al
going to give us an alternative route to get to the
river fromwhere we live, even for energency
vehi cl es?

MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!
No. The answer there is no.
That's kind of a nei ghborhood inprovenent and may be
very badly needed, but it's not part of this
proj ect .
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Steve Alvarez?
MR, STEVE ALVAREZ:

Good evening. |'m President of
Nine MIle Point Comrunity Association. And y' al
have cone a long way fromthe nmeeting we had years
ago when y'all was going to uproot a |ot of
nei ghbor hoods and put the twin span down river. And
this Alternative 3 that y'all have seens to be what
the majority of the people were | ooking for;
somet hing that did the job, disturbed as few people
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and businesses as possible. W met with y'all a
coupl e of tines.

Qur associ ati on had asked one thing we
wanted y'all to ook into, the possibility of having
some nmeans of getting the local traffic such as
Bridge City and NNne Mle Point and onto Westwego on
the bridge wi thout having to cross the Avondal e
Shipyard traffic in the evening which tends to
create a bottleneck. One thing we had asked y'all a
whil e back to |l ook at, and | don't know whet her
y'all did, | got here |late and | apol ogi ze, you may
have gone over this, was the possibility of putting
a spiral helix at the River Road that would feed
local traffic onto the River Road. | don't know
whet her y'all had ever done that or not. That's one
of the things | wanted to ask you.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

It was requested at the | ast
neeting. | think we looked at it and | think as
part of this project it's not being proposed.

MR, W LLI AM CONWAY!

That's correct. It's not proposed
at this tine in this project.

MR, STEVE ALVAREZ:

It would have been to expensive or
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you just --
MR W LLI AM CONWAY!

A spiral helix ramp has
operational problens that pronpt a geonetric point
of view that's not considered desirable, and it was
an additional cost for a novenent that didn't have
the demand, that justified denmand.

MR. STEVE ALVAREZ

You nay have gone over this. At
the base, when the traffic that's going to feed on
Alternate 3 for local traffic, are you going to have
a control light there or sonmething that's going to
stop the Avondal e traffic and the shipyard traffic
where the other traffic can flow? O is there a
Causeway police paid by Avondale to set there and

hol d you up nost of the time while the shipyard

| eaves?
MR W LLI AM CONWAY!
W will set it up to be a fair
si tuation.
MR. STEVE ALVAREZ
It will have controlled traffic
l'i ghts?

MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
How it gets operated may be
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beyond our control.
MR, STEVE ALVAREZ:
Right nowit's set up to have
lights at that intersection; is that correct?
MR W LLI AM CONWAY:

It will be set up so that the
ranp traffic, the bridge ranp traffic gets a fair
shot to go through the intersection and nake their
turns.

MR. STEVE ALVAREZ:
There will be traffic lights there
is what |'m asking.
MR W LLI AM CONWAY:
Yes. Very nuch so.
MR. STEVE ALVAREZ:
kay. Then | think nost of our
association is in favor of that project, it |ooks
good, Alternate 3. | want to congratul ate you.
Thank you for a job well done. Thank you.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Jessie Hol nes?
MR, JESSI E HOLMES:
CGood afternoon. M nane is Jessie
Hol mes. | have been living in the shadows of the
Huey P. Long Bridge all my life. | want to know
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How woul d you determine fair market value for the
property of the people who will be displaced or the
property that you woul d damage during the
construction?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

I'"mgoing to let our real estate

person, M. Paul Charron, answer that question.

MR. JESSI E HOLMES:

"Il be seated while you answer

t hat.
MR, PAUL CHARRON:
As far as the property that we'l|l
be acquiring, we will have two appraisers go out and

apprai se the property and all of the other interests
i nvol ved, |easehold interests and that sort of
thing. After the appraisers have conpleted their
work we'll review the appraisals and then we will
start negotiating with the property owners. Does
that answer your question?

MR. JESSI E HOLMES:

Yeah, it answers it sonewhat.

But, you see, what may it |l ook |ike (inaudible)
for sone people, hey, it means the world to us.
That's the only thing |I'm saying.

MR, PAUL SHARRON:
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You're a resident? You own a

home?
MR. JESSI E HOLMES:
I was born and raised here in
Bridge City alnmost. 1'm57 years old. |'ve never

lived nowhere but in the shadows of the bridge.
MR PAUL CHARRON:
But you're occupying a home?
MR, JESSI E HOLMES:

Yes. | occupy a hone and land in
Bridge Cty.

MR, PAUL CHARRON:

In addition to the acquisition of
the property there is also the Relocation Assistance
Programthat will help you to relocate. So that's
in addition. And residential relocation business
has very good benefits. And we |ook for a
repl acenent property that's decent, safe, and
sanitary. W will work with you to nmake it as easy
as possible in that relocation. | hope that answers
your question.

MR, JESSI E HOLMES:
| hope it do. Thank you.
M5. JAN GRENFELL:
Thank you. Yvonne MPherson?

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

57

M5, YVONNE McPHERSON:

Good evening. | am Yvonne Donna
McPherson, retiree of Jefferson Parish Public Schoo
System and a hi gh school administrator. M concern
in this area, of which I'mvery happy to know t hat
we have properties on the westbank which is well
needed because of the situation with the Expressway
whi ch shoul d have extended onto Hi ghway 90, which it
didn't because of |lack of funds. O course | have a
question about that, too. But what | say, | want to
have studi es be done or will be in the making in
regard to the health problens. It was touched on
slightly. Because there are persons who are
suffering fromasthnma, children who have lots of it.
And of course our age, all of those persons shoul d
be | ooked into, and also the relocation which was
nmentioned. When these projects or proposals are
bei ng conmpl eted we need to know just what is going
to be done with the relocation of the elderly, and
of course those with various illnesses. There are
some persons who are in wheel chairs, and we want to
be certain that they are not forgotten. So, please,
ook into that area. And | know we're | ooking
forward to the proper policing as well, which | know
is not in your area, but | know you'll be working
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along with Sheriff Lee's departnment and | ooking for
the best safety procedures as we possibly nay have.
Thank you.

M5. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. | have no nore cards.
If there is anyone el se who would |ike to nmake a
statenment or ask a question, please cone to the mke
and state your nane.

MR FARRELL LEDET:

My nane is Farrell Ledet. | live
at 940 Hooter. The man asked a while ago: Wy
can't we open up the back of Wegand? Wy can't
y'all answer that question? |Is there a reason why
the front half can't go out the back? On Gak Street
it's open. On the other side of the bridge all the
streets is open. Wat are we, a bunch of rats?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

The project is proposed just to
wi den the Huey P. Long Bridge, and ot her
i mprovenents outside of that are not part of this
proj ect .

MR, FARRELL LEDET:

| understand that. But, if we get
bottl enecked in the front, energency vehicles can't
get in. There's no way to get in on W egand,
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Hooter, nothing like that on the back side. They
got to cone in fromthe front. |If it locks up with
traffic, like he said earlier, a piece of neta

goi ng across the road, can tie it up. A truck weck
can tie it up. What do we do? W just got to sit
in our house or sit in front of our neighbor's house
and wait? |f they open up a back exit for us to get

out we can get to the River Road, too. W can live

i ke people.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
' mnot sure what we've | ooked at
as far as energency vehicles. | know we will work

with the Parish to nmake sure the energency vehicles
can nake it through when they need to. | don't know
the specifics right now, but |I know as part of that
we will work something out with the Parish.

MR, FARRELL LEDET:

And nobody knows why they can't
open that road? W got the councilman here, we got
everybody here, and nobody can tell us why we can't
get out to that River Road? They should have told
us that when we bought them houses. First they cone
and took 15 by 50 fromus to turn around to the
people in the back to drain and flood us and rmake
our property go down, and now we just sit here and
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wait for the bridge to get w der and everybody has
to cross? Buy us out. Gve us what y'all want.
15, $10,000. | would like to hear it.
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
That's not a bridge problem but
["1l answer your question after.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Pl ease come to the nmike and state
your nare.
REV. JOSEPH DYSON
Reverend Dyson, pastor of Third
Emanuel Bapti st Church, 187 3rd Street, Bridge City.
Several responses that were given toni ght were that
you were going to do additional studies. Wat |
would like to know is: How can we get that
addi ti onal study that you' re going to do?
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
VWi ch one were you referring to?
REV. JOSEPH DYSON
Several responses you gave to
various questions, each tine you said, "W will do
an additional study" to look at the traffic as it
relates to the Geater New Ol eans bridge, as it
relates to the Huey P. Long Long Bridge, and severa
ot her questions. But when will you do that study
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and howwill it be nade available to the residents
of Bridge City before you really go forward with
this project?

M5. JAN GRENFELL:

Ri ght now we're preparing a Draft
Envi ronnment al Assessnent for the proposed w dening,
and the comments and questions that were brought
forth at this nmeeting will be | ooked at and will be
addressed in the environnental assessment. | don't
know yet when that will be nmade available. Wen it
does, when the Coast CGuard approves the docunent for
distribution it will be made available. And the
information will be --

REV. JOSEPH DYSON:

How wi Il it be nmade available to

the residents of Bridge Gity?
MS. JAN GRENFELL:

W will see what we can do. W

will see what we can do to nake sure --
REV. JOSEPH DYSON:

And give us enough tine to read
it. This is a great docurment that you presented
tonight, but I wish we had a little time to read it
and study it and then | ook at your presentation to
be able to formul ate good questions to you tonight
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i nstead of being at the neeting and then coming up
with questions. How are we to do this ahead of tine
when you have the next meeting so we can devel op
sonme questions?
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
At this time another neeting is
not pl anned.
REV. JOSEPH DYSON
So this is it.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
What will do is we will |ook at
all the comments that were made this evening and see
what we can do to address those comments. Wen the
docunent is available it will be avail able at the
District Ofice, the District 2 Ofice in Bridge
Cty, as well as local libraries.
REV. JOSEPH DYSON
Vell, et me nake this
recomendation. | would think, and |'mnot saying
that I"mfor or against, but I would think that
bef ore the Coast Guard nakes any decisions, | think
the documents in terns of those studies, the answers
to those citizens need to be made available to us so
that we may study it and |l ook at it, and then
anot her meeting should be held so that we can cone
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and di scuss this again before you go forward, before
it's approved.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:

W will take that into
consi deration. Thank you. M am please conme to
the m ke and state your nane.

MS. DELANEY POTEET:

H, |'mDelaney Poteet. | live
here on GCak Avenue. Last tinme you were here was
about two years ago and | approached you and asked
you to be accountabl e (inaudible) these studies, so
that's why I'"'min a quandary wonderi ng why you can't
give us all of these nunerical figures so that we
can nake our own assessment of whether we should
choose this one, this one, this one, or whatever
you' re proposing. The problemis, is the
i ndividuals that live in the comunity are not
i nforned. W have access to newspapers, or you say
it's here or it's there, but we find out about it
after the fact; so that's why |I'mhere, to speak
like a regul ar person and say: W're angry. W
feel like we're just not being heard at all. W
live here. CQur fanilies have lived here. W do not
like being treated |ike second-class citizens. Most
of us do have to live in poverty. That is the
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problem | understand that you will be conpensating
us, but I'malso a real estate agent. | amunder the
i npression they will conpensate only a portion; it
will not be the conplete. Therefore, the
i ndi vidual s are not being educated properly to tel
themthat they will not receive compensation for
their dwelling, etcetera, etcetera. FEMA gives them
a portion for a financial |oan, for the difference
in the loan. | can't afford a |loan to recondition
ny hone. |I'msorry. These are the things that |
know everybody is telling nme because |I'man el ection
conmi ssioner, I'ma notary public, and | have to
work within this conmunity. | don't want to see us
| andl ocked. We don't have any other access to get
across the bridge if we have time constraints. It's
addi ng hours to our travel tinme plus the nonies.
They're not going to take away the dollar fifty for
traveling. They penalize the westbank to cross the
bridge, but it's okay for the eastbank to conme over
here for free.
M5. JAN GRENFELL:

As far as the partial takings, M.
Charron had expl ained the real estate policy, how
that works. And the purpose of comng here this
evening is to get input on the alternatives as
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they're currently proposed, that's why we're here,
to get input, verbally or in witing, for you to |let
us know your concerns about the project.

V5. DELANEY POTEET:

We need to have nore specifics
distributed within the conmunity, whether it be
through the churches or whether it be just at a town
nmeeting. W have a republican representative, David
Vitter, he has town-hall neetings. | hadn't seen
you guys in two years. That's what we're angry
about; not that we don't want this. Progress is
great. There's nothing constant except for change.
Any good change everybody woul d enbrace.

M5. JAN GRENFELL:

We' ve had nore neetings,
additional neetings in addition to this one in the
nmeantime, and we have attended several civic
associ ati ons and busi ness neetings on both the
east bank and the westbank. Sonme of you have seen us
in this tine between the Septenmber 2000 neeting and
this one. W are here toni ght because we want to
show you the alternatives that we have proposed
right now and tell you the reasons why the other
al ternatives have been dropped. And it's good we
have your input.
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MS. DELANEY POTEET:

Can you give us those dates when
you m ght have all this updated for us to review it
agai n?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

We don't have a date yet. Wen we
do, when we have a docunent that is approved for
public distribution we will do so.

M5. DELANEY POTEET:

May | ask if | can be on the Iist
for personal docunentation so | can at least talk to
peopl e?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

It will possible for us to let you
know when it's avail able and where it's avail abl e.
| believe we can set something up at the sign-in
table, specifically for notification.

MS. DELANEY POTEET:

Well, | would appreciate it. And
I"msure I"'mfeeling the sane for everybody here.
We're not trying to be belligerent, we're not trying
to be argunentative, we're just trying to be
i nformed and we want you all to be accountable so
that we feel confortable with the progress being
made. So, | thank you all
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Thank you.
M5. MARY ORDOYNE

I"'m Mary Ordoyne. | would Iike

67

know. During the eight-week period there's only two

| anes crossing the east and west, would it be a
possibility of limting the tractor-trailer trucks
going to and fronf
MR W LLI AM CONVWAY
| think that's a very good idea
and there is a possibility. It would be up to the
D.OT.D. to decide whether that restriction can be
put in effect. That sane idea has been expressed
several tinmes tonight to us.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:
Pl ease state your nane.
MR, STEVE ALVAREZ:
Steven Alvarez with the Nine Mle

Poi nt Conmunity Association. |n your defense, any

time we have asked y'all to come to our organization

neeting, | believe y'all have come twi ce since the

| ast neeting we've had here. |It's the people that

need to be in touch with their civic groups and read

the paper that know what's going on. W have had
meetings. | personally put out 200 fliers in our
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associ ation area and had a whol e firehouse full of
people, if you renenber, when y'all cane |ast tine.
A lot of tinmes people just aren't paying attention.
But y'all do communicate well with our organization
and some ot her organizations, too. So, you know,
and | expect that y'all will give us a notice and we
will have a verification at the neeting as to what's
goi ng on. And that's put in the Westbank CGui de on
a regul ar basis.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. |s there anyone el se
who woul d like to neke a statement or ask a
question? Please state your nanme into the record.

MR M KE MATHERNE

M ke Matherne. And | agree with
the project. | think it needs to be done. It's a
very good thing. But | feel, and | know you studied
it in the past, but I think we're going to need
another bridge at the present tinme because the cost
of building bridges is just going to escal ate.
Sooner or |ater we have to build a new bridge. And
if we build it and construct it and conpleted a new
bri dge before this proposal would go into effect we
coul d possibly shut this bridge down, use the other
bridge while this is under construction and then we
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woul dn't have to suffer. You know, do the revision
on this bridge if we had a new, conplete bridge. |
know it woul d take many years to conplete all this,
but | think that would be to best way to go.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Again, with the study that was
done in the eighties, we |ooked at several different
| ocations, five | believe, for other new bridge
prospects. And in each case, not only cost but the
i mpact, the relocations, the changes in traffic
patterns were significant for a new bridge.

MR M KE MATHERNE

Well, | just feel sooner or later
it will happen, we may not live to see it but it
wi Il happen. We will have another bridge, whether
it's in between the Greater New Ol eans bridge or
the Huey P., or between the Earhart and the Huey P.
but there will be another one. W may not ever see
it. | think with the way and the nmultiplication of
people, the traffic is just getting worse and worse,
and | think it would be soon we will be proposing
anot her bri dge.

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. Wbul d anyone el se

like to speak?
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MS. JOYCE BRI CKER
| want to add sonething.
MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Pl ease cone to the mike and state

your name again for the record.
MS. JOYCE GRI FFI N:

Joyce Giffin. I'mlistening to
you saying -- every time you say sonething you're
saying: Well, that's probably what the bridge is.
They keep saying that we don't -- our budget. W
have gotten enough nmoney. W come up with this one
because it's | ess expensive but inconveni ence people
of a community. | don't even understand where
expenses is going. And I'mconfused. |f you don't
l[ive in the community it really doesn't affect you
It's only affecting you if you're here know ng that
you have to be here and your property is going to be
damaged with you in there. And | just feel -- |
nean, everything is about the dollar. WlIlIl, what
about the community that lives there by that bridge?

MS. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you. 1Is there anyone el se
who woul d like to make a statement or ask a
question?

(No response).
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MS. JAN GRENFELL:
If not, if you would |ike to nake
a witten statenent to the Departnent, please do so
within 10 days so that your statenents can becone
part of the transcript of this nmeeting. |If there
are no nore questions or statenents | will go ahead
and cl ose this neeting.
(No response).
M5. JAN GRENFELL:

Thank you very much.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

This certificate is valid only for a
transcript acconpanied by ny blue |icense stanp on
this page.

I, Jane Borrello-Lanere, Certified Court
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